
Make sure air hoses, are color

coded-red for emergency and

yellow for service.
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Generators…

Don’t Forget Trailer PMDon’t Forget Trailer PM
That’s

one great

looking

generator!

and the

trailer

looks

good,

too!

someone

understands

the importance

of good pm!

“Your generator can run

like a Swiss watch, but if

you can’t move it to where

it’s needed, you might as

well put a fence around it

and call it a work of art. “

“So, unless your name is

Rembrandt, get your clipboard,

go outside and do a walk-around

for each of your trailers.”

hey! my name’s

rembrandt!

no

corrosion

here!

color

looks

good.

Unfortunately, many

of us don’t feel the

same way about the

trailers that haul the

generators.   

you just

volunteered.

let’s inspect

the next

trailer…

A good starting point is to look for

excessive corrosion. Not only is

corrosion a problem to deal with,

but it’s also an indication that your

storage and preservation job is not

what it should be.

Then eyeball the interconnecting

hoses and electrical cable. Look for

gouges, spots that have worn

smooth and corroded connectors.

While you’re looking at the hoses

in the lunette area, take a good look

at the trailer’s tongue. Is the side

bar guard bent? Is the lunette bent?

Unusual bends in these two areas

could mean your trailer has jack-

knifed in the past. That means there

may be hidden trouble.

Drop your gaze down to the

tires. Of course, take care of any

flat ones, but also try to determine

which ones may become flat next.

Look for excessive wear and

chunks out of the tread.

no

gouges

here!

lunette

looks

good!

tires are

ready to

go!

If the color has

faded so it’s hard to

tell which is which,

repaint the hoses or

just repaint the

gladhand.

Make sure the

hoses are tied in

place to the frame

with nylon ties, NSN

5975-00-156-3253.

If you need to tie your hoses down,

use the two-tie method. Use one tie to

loosely hold the hose to the trailer.

Then put the second around the first

tie between the hose and the frame.

that keeps

the hose from

rubbing the

frame.

“Tied hoses

don’t drag

the ground

or get

cut by a

turning

trailer.”

Most of us know that

pulling PM on our power 

generation equipment is vital.

Generated power can make a

life or death difference.
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If you store your canvas in your trailer, it needs a once over, too. Canvas

seems to be a water magnet. Does water puddle up and stay trapped in your

canvas? If so, try to store it in a way that solves that problem. Clean, dry

and flat is a start, but you may also need a slanted board under the canvas

to help with runoff. 

Your walk-around

should include a hand

check of all bolts for

tightness. Eyeball them,

too, for corrosion.

Don’t forget about the grounding bolt.

Vibration loosens this bolt and makes for a

poor ground.

Also, a loose bolt lets water corrode the

ground connection.

Canvas

is a-ok!

these

bolts are

tight!

grounding

bolt is

tight and

dry!

Is the canvas free of

holes and tears?

Small pinpoint holes and

leaks around seams can be

handled with sealant:

1 pt, NSN 8040-00-262-9028

1 qt, NSN 8040-00-262-9031

1 gal, NSN 8040-00-281-1972 

Coat the

bolt and

terminal

with RTV

sealant,

NSN

8040-00-

118-2695.

RTV seals

out moisture

and keeps the

bolt tight.
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Finally, check the brakes. If you

have hydraulic brakes, check the

master cylinder to make sure

there’s enough fluid in it and that it

hasn’t been contaminated with water.

It will look milky if there’s

contamination.

If you have air brakes, the air

tanks should have been drained

after the last operation. If they

weren’t, you might have frozen

or corroded lines. 

Check the petcock. After your air

tanks were drained, the petcock should

have been closed. Many aren’t though,

and an open petcock lets condensation

form back in the tank.

Don’t forget the emergency

hand brake. Check it. It should

not be set if your trailer is

being stored for a long time or

if you’re expecting freezing

weather. The cable and handle

can freeze and break when you

try to use them. Then you can’t

release the brake.

no contamination!

Lights

all

work!

hand

brakes

work!

Look at all

the lights.

Any broken?

Do they all

work?

pm

paints the

perfect

picture!

Your canvas

shouldn’t be

alone-tiedown

ropes should be

at hand. Check

them for rot

and fraying.
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